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BEFORE THE ARIZONA MEDICAL BOARD

Case No. MD-06-0136A
MD-06-0506
MD.06-S064

In the Matter of

MARK L. GRAMS, M.D.

INTERIM CONSENT AGREEMENT

Holder of License No. 11869
FOR PRACTICE RESTRICTION

For the Practice of Allopathi¢ Medicine

In the State of Arizona.
TERIM CONS EMENT |
' “Board”)

By mutual agreement and u'nderstandlng, between the Arizona Medical Eoard IE_
and Mark L. Grams, M.D., ("Respondent’) the parties agres to the following d:sposmor'li of this
10 |l matter. | o tl
1" 1. Respondent has read and understands this Interim Consent Agreament Lnd the

| :

|

O ® N OO DHA W N -

12 stipulated Findings of Fact, Condus;ons of Law and Order (“Interim Consent Agraiment").
13 Respondent acknowledg&s that he understands he has the right to consult wm legal counsel

14 regard‘ ing this mattar. . ' S : |

Bl - 2 By entering into this ‘Interim Consent Agrasment, Respondent’ volhr tarily
186 relinquishes any righta toa haanng or judicial ruvmw in stats or federal court on the r.natters
17 alleged, or to challenge this Interim Consent Agreement in its enhrety as xssued by the Board and

18 walvaa any other cause of action related tnereto or arising from said Interim Cansent Agrea.Tnant. ha

19 3. This Interim Consent Agreament wiil not become effective untll signed by the

20 Exacutlva Director. .
21 4.- Al admieglons made by Respondent are solely for Interlm dlsposition of this rln:attgr

22 |l and any subsequent related adrmmstratve proceedmgs or cwxl litigation mvolvmg the Board ‘and

23 Respondent. Themfora, said admlsslons by Raspondent are not mtended or made for any|other
4

2 use, such as In the context of another state or federal government regulatory agency proceeding,

25 civil or ariminal court procaeding, in the State of Arizona or any other state or federal court.
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force and effsct.

MARK L. GRAMS, M.D.

S. Respandent may not make any modifications ;o the document. Upon sngn'm
-agreeme_nt, and retuming this documnent (or a copy thereof) to the Exécutiva Director, Reslpt
may not revoke acceptavnce of the Interim Consent Agreement. Any modiflcations. to this Ir_nerim
Consent Agraement-are-ineffective and void unless mutdally apprevad by the parties.

6.  This Interim Consent Agreement, once @pproved and signed, is a public reco
will be publicly disseminatsd as a formal action of the Board and will be reperted to the National
Practitionar Databank ahd on the Board's wébsite.

7. If any part of the Interim Consent Agreement Is later dgclared void or othe

unenforceable, the remainder of the Interim Consent Agresment in its entlrety shan re

>ﬂwJL5{j ,ﬁa,gwﬂﬂb Dated: H/QM,2007
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EINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and control of the -

practice of allopathic medicine In the State of Aricoria., k S :

.. .2« . Respondent is the holder of License No, 11869 for the practice. of. allopathic .

medicine in the State of Arlzana

. - MB-08-0136A

8 The Board initiated case numbgr MD-08-0136A on Februéry 3, 2006 after bsing
notified by ad Arizona hosp[tai that Rgqundént’s p‘r'iyﬂeg‘e.s had bgén syséended.for his fail 'Jl'e to
properly manage a cose In the ethergency departmont Tha Board obta!ned five of ReSpondent's

charts for review. Board Maducal COnsullams found devlations from 1he standard of cae ynz four of

|
the five eas&e and op]ned !he devigtions showed Respondent. demonatrated a pattam of

J

|
l

'maﬂanhon to detall and failure to racognlze obvlous findings in sick panem.s The b‘ﬁedlal
: ‘ |

Consultants also opined: that Respondenf% records were madequate |
4 A thirty year-old fernale patient (“BN") presented to Respondent camplaITlrg of |

abdorminal pain of one week duration. BN had a -history of renal stones and had been on Ba«{:trim
for one- week sfter being dnagnosed wnh a unnaxy tract infection (UTI") Ftesponldent'

axaminaﬂon of BN revealed she was s«xteen to seventeen weaks pmgnnm. had a BUN of 6‘7 a_nq
reahmne of 6.7, and other abnonnauuea. Respondent diagnosed dahydration and & UT! and
adv:sed BN to continue wﬁh the Badnm and follow-up wnth her ubsteb‘rctan the followmg day. BN
went on to have renal fanlure requmng dxalyats - '. - - . I
5. BN's creatinine level of 6 7 and BUNIcreaﬂnlm ratio of 10 shOWed renal faﬂurL. not
dehydmﬂon The renal fallure u:u)d have been due to an awte obstrucﬂon that required

lmmedxahe attention. | ’ _ o |
8. . Aforty-four yeér-pld m_le ‘pa_tle_lgt'(l‘f‘D:M’_')'pl;es:ente_'d‘ to Re_s’ééncjent complalning of

bleeding one week éfter surgery for:fa pe;i-@onsillar-_ébs;j:‘ess.,'bM was ahemic and had abnormal
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|vital signs. Respondent treated DM with flulds and & blood transfusion and discharged

-

bled to degth shortly thereafter,
7. A sixty-three year-old male patlent ("HM’) presented fo the emergency department
. . . |

| after falling out of 3 tree because ha was intoxicated. HM was first seen by another physic;ian who
tumed his care over to Rmbondent. Respbhdént 'foll.m'aved HM during his twelve hour s;hift and
then transferred his care to the next emérgénoy rd&m doctor on duty. At tr'anslzfar.' the nurses tried
1o get HM out of bed and discovered he was parapleglo. Respondent claims to have examined the -

patlent and found him to be fine. However, there is evidence HM had a neurogenio lblad;_ier

M he

omﬂAmm_.;me

because- he did not urinate at all during Respondsnt's ehift. If Respondent examined iH

missed the paraplegia. |
8.  An sighty-seven year-oid male ("JE") presented to Respondent with a hists

-
o

:ry' of

-—
-t

falling twice In the previous three days. JE had a history of hypertension, congestive hearf fallure

-
N

and bilateral hip replacements. JE reddred full ime care, was on multiple medications, a’nd was

-k o
PN

noted to be unsteady. Respondent’s final dlagnosfs for JE was “acute fall” and he discharged JE
. : |

home. JE returned to the hospital the next day In asytolic arrest and could not be resuscitated.

Respondent did not perform an EKG to address the question of why JE had fallen twice in the

-
O o

previous three days.

PN
-~

D-06-0506

e 3
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S. On Juy 7, 2006 the Board was nofified another hospltal hed susb}en&ed .

N
o

Raespondent's privileges. The Board obtained @ number of Respondent's charts from the hlospital
for review. A profiminary review by the Board's Chief Medical Consultant and the lssuss

N

previausly Identifled in case number MD-06-0136 resulted in the Board issuing an Imerim fomr‘

N

on December 18, 2006 requiing- Respondent to undergo an assessment at the Phy;sidan

N
R

Assessm_ent and Clinical Education ("PACE") Prdgfam within thirty days. In conversaﬂon:s 'with

N
16)]

Board Staff on Decsmber 19, 2008 and January 3, 2007 Respondent's attomey assured Boand
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of the PACE avalustion. When Board Staff spoke with PACE Staff in December th?yi wars
informed Respandent would be able to attend the evaluation within the required thirty daiy’s if he
timely scheduled the.evaluation. As of January 10, 2007 it is no longer possible for IRespol:'ldent to

1

timely undergo the assessment.

10. Based on the information in the Board's possessgion thars ls evidence

Respondent were to practice medicine in Arizona there would be a danger to the publlc health and

safety. o
CONGLUSIONS OF
1. The Board poés&ses jurisdiction over the subjsct matier hereof a

nd

th

Respondent,

there is evidence of danger o the pub!ic‘health and safety. A.R.S. § 32-1405(C)(25); A.A.
16-504. - |
' OBDER
IT IS HEREBY AGREED THAT: :
1. Respondnnt shall not practice clinlcal med!clna or any medu:me invoMng

paﬂent care, and Is prohiblted from pr&scrlblng any form of treatment tndudmg presc.rlpﬂon

medications, until Respondent applies to the Board and reoeivea permlsslon to do so.
2 This Is an interim order and not a final decision by the Board regandm the pe

Inves’dgaﬂve flls and as suchis subjeot to funher consideration by the Board.

|

2 The Executive Director may enter into a consent agreement with & physlcian if
C. R4-

2K

direct

at if

over

ding
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DATED AND EFFECTIVE this_ // day of January 2007.

““nEumn,,,

D, c "0" .

£S N

B ARIZONA MEDICAL BOARD

2 , | gzjz;’%
@ AR " TIMOTHY C. MILLER, J.D.
"""'gl’c:nh““ ' Executive Director

OR|GINAL of the foregolng filed this
day of January, 2007 with:

@ ® N &» oo oA oW N

1| The Arizona Madical Board
9545 East Doubletree Ranch Road
Scoftsdale, AZ 85258

EXECUTED COPY of the foregoing
mailed this [[ G4 dgy of January,
2007 to: ’ . ‘

e N
N a o

Scott A. Holden .

Holden & Amer :

118101 South Rural Road ~ Suite 118
‘Tempe, Arizona 85283-2910

Mark L. Grams, M.D.
Address of Record -
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